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Crisis and the New Patterns of Food Consumption
The economic and social crisis that started in 2007/2008 is not going to be resolved, especially on the European continent, with serious repercussions therefore on employment and on the welfare of a growing part of the population. The difficulties are not only financial; they in fact involve ethics, with a general rethinking of the main model of development and the most popular lifestyles of the Western world. Also the emerging countries, which suffer less from the situation, are wondering about the prospects of the global market and the dynamics of their rapid growth. We will dwell upon the ethical and social dimensions of the crisis which represent an element of great importance in contemporary cultural debate.
The first issue we face is the border between economic phenomena and cultural dynamics. In some financial and political sectors the idea that the differences in society are due to a sort of natural selection applied to humans has been developed. Therefore, the more significant the social role, the stronger, more capable and worthier the people, while lower classes are relegated to the sidelines because of their weakness, incapacity and poor commitment to their work. This conception of social Darwinism not only doesn't take into consideration simple dynamics, such as inequalities and power mechanisms, but also leads to disturbing positions, such as the pointlessness of social policies and the identification of vulnerable persons exclusively from the point of view of security and public order. This is a theoretical approach that prefigures the new social stratification of the future, characterised by the emergence of an elite that controls the economic, political and media power as well as the scientific and technical knowledge. This elite, connected in a global network of information flows, could be able to control a large part of humankind systematically and undisturbedly. According to this scenario, part of which is already happening, the middle class would disappear and would skid, albeit slowly, toward the most disadvantaged and unsafe classes of the population, with important consequences for the balance of Western societies.
The anxiety of the middle class which is afraid of losing its position on the social ladder, the already mentioned difficulties of the nation states, the increase in the number of poor due to global competition and insecurity of employment: all these elements are linked, and sometimes they risk broaching sensitive questions of marginalisation. Thus there are individuals who can freely go to any part of the world as tourists (maybe doing harm, sometimes even committing crimes, even heinous ones) and other individuals who, being refugees or migrants, are locked up and forced to live in inhumane conditions.
In addition, in the Southern countries of the world we are witness to the exploitation of the labour force, especially women and children. Indeed, few can enrich themselves there, while many suffer a wound to their humanity. This problem is too easily answered by claiming that it is the price to be paid for the development and economic growth in some places, as if all this is inevitable. Obviously finding different solutions requires more effort, even outbursts of imagination and creativity. Nonetheless, social cohesion and economic prosperity represent a milestone for civil coexistence and can also shelter us from extreme tensions and conflicts.
Even consumption patterns create problems and difficulties in the relations between individuals and social groups. According to Bauman, consumption is closely linked to destruction because objects are either exploited physically until their complete annihilation or they wear out, becoming unusable, losing charm and every ability to excite attraction or desire (Bauman, 2008) . Moreover, people's needs are unstable and insatiable, and they lead to the immediate abandonment of consumption objects, in full harmony with the liquidity of the lifestyle context. The accumulation of goods is considered to be ballast instead of a valuable load. According to Bauman, the liquid modern society is opposed to planning and
